
Our modern society has been underpinned by the development and application of knowledge in the surveying and allied fields. In a 
fast-changing, complex and uncertain world, FIG has to position itself and the organisations and professions it represents as a leader in 
addressing both global and local challenges and opportunities. FIG for this century means focusing on bridging the gaps … from local 
to global … to contribute towards a smart, connected and sustainable future …

CONNECTING LOCAL 
CHALLENGES TO GLOBAL 
ACTIONS, AND GLOBAL 
MARKET TO LOCAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 
FIG for this century needs to be more 
strategic and proactive in addressing current 
and emerging challenges and opportunities, 
and to help others do the same.

On WG1 Report Aug 2021  

a “code red for humanity” 
On WG2 Report Feb 2022  

“an atlas of human suffering” 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports

If I were to serve as FIG President, we 
will work together to achieve a brighter 
future for our profession by:

Enhancing 
FIG’s relevance 

and impact 

Enabling, 
equipping & 

capacity building 

Extending its reach 
and embracing
more inclusive
participation

 

Enhancing FIG’s relevance and impact 
We will evaluate, recognise and promote the critical role and 
the significance of the profession and its relevant disciplines, 
and FIG as a global organisation as key enabler and partner to 
address our society’s biggest and most pressing challenges, 
and to take on new opportunities to benefit society.

Extending its reach and embracing more 
inclusive participation
We will embrace more inclusive participation, especially 
of women and other less represented groups, in our 
profession, national member organisations and FIG as a 
whole. We will extend the service, value and benefits of FIG 
to other countries or regions that are currently outside of the 
FIG umbrella and through further collaborations with other 
organisations and institutions.

Enabling, equipping & capacity building
We will provide our member organisations various 
opportunities for upskilling especially on digital skills, being 
intentional about the provision of informal and formal tertiary 
and professional education and training and about mentoring 
programs for younger or new members. We will connect with 
surveyors on the ground and collaborate with international 
organisations and their partner nations in capacity building.
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What do you think are the key global and/or local issues  
and opportunities for you and FIG?
Share your view or organise to meet with us online to discuss these further at: 
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Abbas is a proud surveyor and an internationally recognised scholar and geospatial engineer with 30+ years of experience in surveying, 
land and geospatial policies, land and geospatial modernisation systems, and geospatial technologies. His expertise, experience and 
network prime him to spearhead a renewed vision for FIG for this century at both the local and global levels. He will put FIG on a positive 
trajectory into the future in terms of strategic impacts, sustainability and growth.
Leadership
Abbas has well-rounded strategic leadership competencies, 
skills and experience. At the University of Melbourne, he has 
served as Head of Department (Infrastructure: Geomatics, 
Civil and Environment Engineering, 2012-2020) and is 
currently Director of Smart and Sustainable Development, 
(Faculty of Engineering and Information Technology, 
since 2020) and Director of the Centre for Spatial Data 
Infrastructure and Land Administration (CSDILA, since 2007).

He has also been President of the Global Spatial Data 
Infrastructure (GSDI) Association, (2010-2012), Chair of 
the UN-GGIM Academic Network (2016-2020), Member 
of the UN-Geospatial Societies (2010-2016) and a Senior 
Consultant to the World Bank (2018-2021).

Professional and scientific achievements
Abbas received his Bachelor in Surveying Engineering in 
Iran, Postgraduate Diploma in Photogrammetry and Masters 
Degree in Integrated Map and Geoinformation Production 
in the Netherlands and his PhD in Geomatics in Australia. 
He also received leadership training at Kellogg Executive 
Education, Northwestern University, Chicago, USA. He has 
been an invited keynote speaker and has contributed to 
training and workshops in more than 60 countries across all 
regions (Asia, Africa, Middle East, Europe, the Pacific, Latin 
America, and North America), attracted more than $40M in 
research funding, published 14 books and 350+ scientific 
publications, and awarded as Professional of the Year 2015 
in Australia, and 2016 in the Asia-Pacific.

“Abbas is an exceptional academic … a wonderful leader…  If he was to be President 
of FIG, he could balance the different needs of different professional associations with 
the cultural sensitivities of professionals from different parts of the world and to bring 
these together in a new vision which will help the FIG, not only face, but prosper in the 
challenges ahead. I believe Abbas will be an exceptional President of FIG.”
Prof Ian Williamson 
Honorary Member, FIG | Former Chair, FIG Commission 7 | Former Director, FIG-UN Liaison

Engagement and collaborations
Abbas has successfully collaborated with other academics 
and researchers, government, industry and international 
organisations, which have led to significant real-world 
benefits. His open collaborative nature, which has extended 
to more than 60 countries throughout his career, and 
enabled him to better understand the different local 
contexts of issues and opportunities for the profession, 
develop an extensive professional network and extend 
collaborations with a wide range of organisations. His 
insights, experience and passion for greater collaboration 
will help FIG extend its influence and impact. 

Service to FIG and the profession
Abbas has had extensive involvement with FIG over the 
course of his career: as a scientific contributor in 1999, 2001, 
2003, 2006 and 2010-2022; as a member of Commission 7 
and Commission 2, and a contributor to Commission 3; and 
as a keynote and invited speaker at the FIG Congress in 
2010, 2014 and 2018.
Abbas actively contributes to the training and mentoring of the 
next generation of practitioners, innovators and researchers 
through the development and delivery of professional training 
and workshops, university teaching and supervision of PhD 
students. His commitment and passion for training and 
mentoring will extend FIG’s current programs and help capacity 
building within partner organisations and nations.
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